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Description of social problem
American history has been tainted with records of oppression of African American people. Since the dark days of slavery and servitude, African Americans have been discriminated against, treated as second class citizens and denied fundamental human rights. Today, Americans pride themselves on being racial colour blind; African Americans are no longer in chains and being whipped by callous white supremacists; however, the systematic and institutional racism prevalent during Abraham Lincoln's time is still rampant today despite being swept under the carpet. Notably, the justice system is biased against African Americans, especially men and boys. Today, the majority of people in prisons are male African Americans. The Bureau of Justice records that in 2008, out of every 100,000 black men, 2,272 were in jail. On the other hand, only 392 white males were incarcerated out of a similar population. (Bureau of Justice. 2008). Looking at the grim statistics raises a fundamental question: why are so many African American men being sent to jail?
Research question
Is the American Justice system propagating mass incarceration of African American males due to structural and institutional racism?
Literature review
Countless researchers have examined the racial disparity in the penitentiary system, hypothesizing on possible factors that have led to African American men and boys' mass incarceration. This section of the proposal will annotate several literature pieces I found relevant to my research. The annotated articles have helped shape my research interest in this matter, helped me identify possible research gaps and filled some of the informational gaps I came across in my research. 
Chronic Disparity: Strong and Pervasive Evidence of Racial Inequalities, by Keith and Terry, sets precedence for this research work. The authors meticulously describe the concepts of structural and systematic racism and their scope in todays America. The authors describe structural racism as the acceptance and legalization of nuances that accord the white people advantages and privilege while oppressing people of colour, specifically African Americans. Structural racism is defined by ideologies of white supremacy, inequality and favouring white people at the peril of non-white people. The authors also delve into the historical perspective of structural racism, examining how the vice has developed throughout America's history. (Keleher and Lawrence. 2004)
In the article, Visualizing the Racial Disparity in Mass Incarceration, Wendy Sawyer does a prolific job of vividly painting the grim situation of the racial disparity within the American penitentiary system. The author, like many authors, notes that systematic racism is prevalent in the American justice system. The article contains well researched and extensive data that depicts the number of African American men in jail. In 2018, 35% of all black male youth had a run-in with the law officers, some getting stopped in traffic, others getting tickets while others were locked up. With the current trend, the author notes that one in every four black men is likely to end up in the jail system at one point in their lives. According to the author, of the national 13% comprised of black me, 48% are serving life sentences with or without parole. (Wendy. 2020)
Bruce Western and Christopher, in their article The Black Family and Mass Incarceration, provide further insights on how structural racism has propagated the mass incarceration of black men. The article annotates Moynihan's 1965 article that isolated the critical social issues the black community faces. Back then, the mass incarceration of black men was a fundamental threat to the basic family unit, especially in low-income black households. The authors critically examine the role of constitutional and justice system racism in sending black men to prison in massive numbers. The authors also discuss how republicans played an essential role in creating a biased system against black men. (Western and Wildeman. 2009)
In her article, Tupac's Law: Incarceration, T.H.U.G.L.I.F.E, and the crisis of black masculinity, Seneca Vaught examines the structural and institutional racism in America by studying the life, career and incarceration of Tupac Shakur, a Hip-Hop idol of the '90s. Vaught analyses the challenges black men face, how they grapple with targeted police brutality, a justice system biased against them, corrupt systems and mass incarceration. Through Vaught's work, we understand how the judicial system is biased based on race, gender, and ethnicity. (Vaught.2014)
Research hypothesis
Institutional and structural racism in the Judicial system has played a critical role in the mass incarceration of African American men.
Null hypothesis
Institutional and structural racism plays no critical role in the mass incarceration of African American men and boys. 
Research variables
a) Independent variables
The number of African American men arrested within a specific period, reasons for arrest, bail set for White and Black men, comparisons of sentences for black and white men convicted for similar offences, comparison of reported incidences of police brutality meted on black and white males.
b) Dependent variables
The number of black and white men serving life in jail, the number of white and black men who successfully appeal their sentences and the number of men committing suicide in prison.
Measuring of independent and dependent variables
Data obtained from a credible secondary source, including court archives, the Department of Justice website and law libraries, will be analyzed using qualitative data analysis methods. Statistical data will be analyzed using charts, graphs and comparisons, and conclusions will be made after that. 
Research design	
For this research, I will use the case study design. The research field is too broad to cover with other research designs extensively; the case study method is appropriate since it will narrow down to specific cases representing the larger study population. I will focus on critical cases that have gained much media coverage to test my research hypothesis and questions.
Strength and weakness of the case study research design
The research design provides the researcher with a critical analysis and explanation of the cases. Case study design is important for building on the knowledge a researcher has gained prior to conducting the qualitative research. it also provides a base for testing and implementing theories and advancing existing research database.
However, Case study design has a critical weakness. The cases chosen by the researcher might not reflect the issues and parameters in the larger research target population.
Sampling method
This study will use the non-probability purposive/ judgmental sampling method. I will use the knowledge I have gained from literature review and preliminary research to select appropriate cases for this study. I will isolate cases that fit the pattern of structural racism against black men in the justice system. Judgmental sampling will considerably reduce the research time since it eliminates unnecessary sifting through unrelated cases. It will also allow me to get real-time feedback since it will focus on specific subjects who have relevant information and experience in the research field.
Data analysis methods
While this study makes use of some quantitative data, it will primarily be based on qualitative data. Qualitative data entails critically analyzing a document's content, what was said by the people in the case, the arguments presented, and the reactions. Using qualitative analysis, I will examine evidence that supports or disapproves the research hypothesis and questions.
Content analysis is a popular method of analyzing qualitative data. It entails conducting a detailed examination of the material data, noting what was said by who, how they said it and how people reacted to the message. Content analysis allows the researcher to focus on the case details, which might have been ignored had other data analysis methods been used.
Hermeneutic data analysis is another preferred method of qualitative data analysis. It involves examining the ramifications of a document in the context of preset socio-historical parameters. 
Hermeneutic data analysis interprets the deeper meaning of the text and draws meaning from the case study. It entails making connections between the text's interpretation and the existing knowledge and opinion on the subject matter and ultimately reaching conclusions on the research subject. 
The grounded theory of data analysis
The grounded theory entails critically studying and analyzing a specific research subject or case to strengthen or disapprove a research hypothesis. The approach requires the researcher to eliminate any possible bias and expectations they might have already formed on the research topic before examining the case study to draw conclusions solely based on the case studies' evidence and data.
I picked the grounded theory due to its ability to provide a systematic stratified classification of inferences, providing detailed observations and explanations that ultimately lead to drawing concrete and scientifically proven conclusions. (Walker and Myrick, 2006) The theory is also critical in ensuring that any bias and expectations I might have had do not affect how I examine the study cases.
Application of this study to social work practice
Social work fundamentally entails driving positive change in society by creating awareness of contentious social problems. It also entails advocating for social and systematic change in public service institutions to ensure that every person gets a fair treatment; despite their race, ethnicity, religion, sexuality, and any other characteristics that set them apart.
The issue of African American discrimination and oppression is an integral part of society today. Despite modern-day Americans branding themselves color-blind, there still exist racism incidents, although not in the traditional way. Government institutions and systems have carried on the dark age's tradition of oppressing black people. Therefore, this research is instrumental in bringing light upon this vice, hopefully, to start a society's conversation on how to fix it.
Social researchers can use this research and concurrent recommendations to conduct more research on African Americans' issues within the judicial system.
Social workers might also use this study's findings and recommendations to develop practical approaches and strategy to help families of incarcerated African American men better cope with the absence of their family members and, in some cases, their primary breadwinner. 
Social activist and lawyers can also use knowledge and insights on the workings of the judicial system, in relation to African American men to get justice for black defendants who are wrongfully accused and imprisoned.
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